
File Number: 159-R-005 

ENROLLED RESOLUTION 159-5 
 

SUPPORT STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION FOR EXTENDED PRODUCER 
RESPONSIBILITY OF CONSUMER ELECTRONICS 

 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Council on Recycling has estimated that there are over  
1.9 million computer systems and 5.2 million televisions in Wisconsin; and 
 
WHEREAS, computers, televisions, and other consumer electronics contain lead, cadmium, 
mercury, hexavalent chromium, polyvinyl chloride, brominated flame retardants and other toxic 
materials that pose hazards to human health and the environment if they are not properly 
managed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Council on Recycling has recommended that a system be developed 
to divert computers, computer components, and televisions from landfills in Wisconsin with the 
cost of diversion built into the price of the product; and 
 
WHEREAS, about 41 tons of computers and components were collected for recycling at three 
municipal recycling sites in the county in 2003 under a Department of Parks and Land Use 
collaboration with the Wisconsin Department of Corrections and 84 tons were collected at a 
recent one-day event at State Fair Park sponsored by the Southeast Wisconsin Waste Reduction 
Coalition; and 
 
WHEREAS, the states of California, Minnesota, Maine and Massachusetts have recently 
prohibited the disposal of cathode ray tubes from televisions and computer monitors in municipal 
landfills or incinerators; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Electronics Product Stewardship Initiative, which includes leading 
electronic manufacturers, has been working to establish a national system for managing the 
reuse, recycling, and disposal of electronics products since 2001. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE WAUKESHA COUNTY BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS that it supports legislation which would establish an infrastructure and 
funding for recycling computers, televisions, and certain consumer electronics, encourage 
cooperation between producers, retail stores, recyclers, municipalities, non-profit organizations, 
and the Wisconsin Department of Corrections, and provide fo r public education on proper 
disposal of electronics. 
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